City of Rocks National Reserve

G r anite P aS S Heading west from the City of Rocks on the California

Trail, emigrants aimed toward their next goal, Granite

One day west of the City of Rocks: Never saw such dust! Pass, the gap in the distant ridge, six miles away. There

In some places it was actually to the top of the forewheels!
Fine white dust, more like flour. Our men were a perfect At this point most California-bound emigrants were on
[fright, being literally covered with it.

was always a next goal.
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e same trail; the various routes east of here had merged.
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Try to picture the scene here in the summer of 1850
when an estimated 50,000 emigrants, 100,000 animals,
and 20,000 wagons passed through this valley. The
animals ate the grass; campfires consumed anything
that would burn; feet, wagon wheels, and hooves
thrust clouds of dust skyward.

stood | ing at G



City of Rocks National Reserve Idaho Department of Parks National Park Service
and Recreation U.S. Department of the Interior




City of Rocks National Reserve

Fading Away

There are thousands of names here I registered Mine on a large Rock.

Richard Augustus Keen at City of Rocks, June 22, 1852
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Throughout the West emigrants recorded their passing by writing their names — often
with axle grease—at unique places like the City of Rocks. This rock, called Camp Rock,
once contained hundreds of names. But these historic records are fast disappearing.
Nature takes its toll, but so do careless or malicious humans. How long will remnants of

the names remain? No one knows.
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